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A Instructor’s Profile

YOON Young-kwan

Syndicate, etc.

Education

Expertise

Most Recent Works

(Spring 2014), pp.48-58.

Prof. Yoon (Ph.D., SAIS, The Johns Hopkins University) is
professor emeritus at Department of Political Science and
International Relations, Seoul National University. He served as
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Korean government
(2003-04). Before joining the faculty of Seoul National University
in 1990, he taught at University of California at Davis. He served
as Korea’s eminent representative to and the Co-chair of the East
Asia Vision Group Il (ASEAN+3 Summit) from September 2011 to
October 2012. He published several books and about 70 articles in the field of international
political economy, Korea’s foreign policy, and inter-Korean relations, some of which
appeared in World Politics, International Political Science Review, Asian Survey, Project

Ph.D. in International Relations (SAIS, The Johns Hopkins University, 1987)
B.A. in International Relations (Seoul National University, 1975)

International Political Economy, East Asian Politics, Inter-Korean Relations

e Yoon Young-kwan, “Will Europe’s Past be East Asia’s Future?” Politique Erangére

e Yoon Young-kwan, “In Defense of a New Two-Track Approach to North Korea,”
Journal of International and Strategic Studies, No.5 Spring 2012, pp.74-79. (Special
Edition, “North Korea at the Crossroads: Where Next?”)

e Columns posted on the Project Syndicates (www.project-syndicate.org), etc.



mailto:ykyoon@snu.ac.kr
http://www.project-syndicate.org/

[ Course Information

Course Description

Korea remains one of the only two divided nations in the world.
The South and the North still continue their Cold War style
confrontation in the post-Cold War, 21st century. However, status
quo on the Korean Peninsula may not last long.

Many important theoretical issues in the field of international
relations are embedded in the North Korea problem. The debates
among the neo-conservatives, realists, and functionalists regarding
the solution of the North Korea problem such as security threats or
the human rights problem, illustrate this point.

This course will review a few important topics related to North
Korea like security (nuclear, missile, conventional) threats, human
rights, humanitarian issues, marketization of economy and
unifications issues keeping these theoretical debates and the
broader international political context in mind.

Course Evaluation

Class participation 30%
Midterm exam 35%
Final exam 35%

Attendance will be important for keeping up with class. Good
attendance and active participation will be reflected in grade.

Course Materials

On-line materials and a few hand-outs

Class Policy

Etc.

J Course Schedule (Readings are subject to be revised & updated.)

Session 1 (Jun. 27, Wed) — Course Introduction, international politics today
*. Yoon Young-kwan, “Will Europe’s Past be East Asia’s Future?” Politique Erangere

(Spring 2014), pp.48-58.

Session 2. (Jun. 28, Thu) Global Geo-Politics and Korea
*. Zbigniew Brzezinski, The Grand Chess (New York: Basic Books, 1997), Ch.6, The Far
Eastern Anchor, pp.151-93.

Session 3 (Jul. 2, Mon) IR Theories and NK (1): From Neo-conservatism to Realism
(The Nature of NK Problem: Offensive or Defensive?)
*. Charles Krauthammer, Democratic Realism: An American Foreign Policy for a Unipolar

World (Washington, D.C.

: The AEI Press, 2004), pp.1-19.

(https:/lwww.aei.org/publication/democratic-realism)
*. H. Morgenthau, “Ch.1. A Realist Theory of International Politics,” in Politics among
Nations (4" ed. 1967), pp.3-14.

Session 4 (Jul. 4, Wed) IR Theories and NK (2): Political Economic or Functionalist
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Approach (Debates on the Plausibility of Functionalist Approach)
*, Address by President Kim Dae-jung of the Republic of Korea at the Free University of
Berlin, March 9, 2000. (http://www.monde-diplomatique.fr/dossiers/coree/A/coree2000)
*. Victor Cha and David Kang, “Can North Korea be Engaged? An Exchange between
Victor D. Cha and David C. Kang,” Survival, Vol.46, No.2 (Summer 2004), pp.89-108. (SNU
library)

Session 5 (Jul. 5, Thu) The Nuclear Problem (1): History

* D. Oberdorfer and Robert Carlin, Two Koreas, (rev. ed. 2014), Ch.11, 12, 13.

*. Chronology of U.S.-North Korean Nuclear and Missile Diplomacy, Latest ACA
Resources (http://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/dprkchron). Updated March 2016.

Session 6 (Jul. 9, Mon) The Nuclear Problem(2): Solutions?

*, E. Revere, “2017: Year of decision on the Korean Peninsula,” (Mar. 2, 2017).
(https://www.brookings.edu/research/2017-year-of-decision-on-the-korean-peninsula/)
*, R. Einhorn, Non-Proliferation Challenges Facing the Trump Administration (March
2017), pp.13-24. (https://www.brookings.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2017/03/acnpi 201703 nonproliferation _challenges v2.pdf)

Session 7 (Jul. 11, Wed) The Missiles and the THAAD Issues

*. A Brookings Interview, “Averting Catastrophe: U.S. Policy Options for North Korea,”
(April 18, 2017).
(https://www.brookings.edu/research/averting-catastrophe-u-s-policy-options-for-north-korea/)

*. J.D. Pollack, “South Korea’s THAAD decision: Neither a surprise nor a provocation,”
(July 8, 2016).
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2016/07/08/south-koreas-thaad-decision-
neither-a-surprise-nor-a-provocation/

Session 8 (Jul. 12, Thu)—Mid-term Exam

Session 9 (Jul. 16, Mon) Conventional Threats and China-North Korea Relations since
2010

*, Ren Xiao, China Debates DPRK Policy PacNet No.55 (July 22, 2013) (https://csis-
prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/legacy files/files/publication/Pac1355.pdf)

*, John Delury, “Pyongyang Perseveres: Why Washington Should Learn to Work With
North Korea,” Review Essay of Andrei Lankov, The Real North Korea, Foreign Affairs
(July/August, 2013). (http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/139467/john-delury/pyongyang-

perseveres)

Session 10 (Jul. 18, Wed) Human Rights Issues and Information Flow into NK
*. John Feffer, “The Forgotten Lessons of Helsinki: Human Rights and U.S.-North Korean
Relations,” World Policy Journal (Fall 2004), pp.31-39.

(http://www.newschool.edu/wpi/journal/articles/wpj04-3/Feffer.html)

*. Robert S. Boynton, “North Korea’s Digital Underground,” The Atlantic, April 2011.
(http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2011/04/north-koreas-digital-
underground/308414/?single_page=true)

Session 11 (Jul. 19, Thu) Food Problem and the Humanitarian Assistance
*. Andrew S. Natsios, “North Korea’s Chronic Food Problem,” Paper presented at
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Stanford University Koret Conference “DPRK 2012”, February 24, 2011.

Session 12 (Jul. 23, Mon) Changing Nature of the NK Economy

*. William B. Brown, “Engaging and transforming North Korea’s economy,” in KElI,
Tomorrow’s Northeast Asia Joint U.S.-Korea Academic Studies, Vol.21 (2011), pp.133-48.
(http://www.keia.org/sites/default/files/publications/jukas 2011-07 brown.pdf).

*. Byung-yeon Kim and Gerard Roland, “Scenarios for a Transition to a
Prosperous Market Economy in North Korea,” International Economic Journal
Vol. 26, No. 3, September 2012, 511-539.

Session 13 (Jul. 25, Wed) Unification and the Scenarios for the Future of North Korea
*. Robert D. Kaplan, "When North Korea Falls," The Atlantic Monthly, October

2006. (https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2006/10/when-north-korea-

falls/305228/)

*. B. Glaser and S. Snyder, “Responding to Change on the Korean Peninsula:
Impediments to U.S.-South Korea-China Coordination,” CSIS Report, May 2010.
(https://csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-
public/legacy files/files/publication/100506 Glaser RespondingtoChange Web.pdf)

Session 14 (Jul. 26, Thu) Unification

#. V. Cha and D. Kang, “Approaching Korean Unification: What We Learned from Other
Cases,” An Interim Report of USC-CSIS Joint Study, Dec. 2010.
(https://csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-
public/legacy files/files/publication/101217 Cha_ ApproachingUnification WEB.pdf)

Session 15 (Jul.27, Fri)—Final Exam
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